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Introduction

GRI 306: Waste 2020 contains disclosures for organizations to report information about their waste-related impacts,
and how they manage these impacts. The disclosures enable an organization to provide information on how it
prevents waste generation and how it manages waste that cannot be prevented, in its own activities and upstream
and downstream in its value chain.

The Standard is structured as follows:

The rest of the Introduction section provides a background on the topic, an overview of the system of GRI Standards
and further information on using this Standard.

Background on the topic
This Standard addresses the topic of waste.

Waste can be generated in the organization’s own activities, for example, during the production of its products and
delivery of services. It can also be generated by entities upstream and downstream in the organization’s value chain,
for example, when suppliers process materials that are later used or procured by the organization, or when
consumers use the services or discard the products that the organization sells to them.

Waste can have significant negative impacts on the environment and human health when inadequately managed.
These impacts often extend beyond locations where waste is generated and discarded. The resources and materials
contained in waste that is incinerated or landfilled are lost to future use, which accelerates their depletion.

The United Nations recognizes the role of responsible consumption and production in achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals . The targets under Goal 12, in particular, call on organizations to implement environmentally
sound waste management and prevent and reduce waste through reuse and recycling.

System of GRI Standards
This Standard is part of the GRI Sustainability Reporting Standards (GRI Standards). The GRI Standards enable an
organization to report information about its most significant impacts on the economy, environment, and people,
including impacts on their human rights, and how it manages these impacts.

The GRI Standards are structured as a system of interrelated standards that are organized into three series: GRI
Universal Standards, GRI Sector Standards, and GRI Topic Standards (see Figure 1 in this Standard).

Universal Standards: GRI 1, GRI 2 and GRI 3
GRI 1: Foundation 2021 specifies the requirements that the organization must comply with to report in accordance
with the GRI Standards. The organization begins using the GRI Standards by consulting GRI 1.

GRI 2: General Disclosures 2021 contains disclosures that the organization uses to provide information about its
reporting practices and other organizational details, such as its activities, governance, and policies.

GRI 3: Material Topics 2021 provides guidance on how to determine material topics. It also contains disclosures that
the organization uses to report information about its process of determining material topics, its list of material topics,
and how it manages each topic.

Sector Standards
The Sector Standards provide information for organizations about their likely material topics. The organization uses
the Sector Standards that apply to its sectors when determining its material topics and when determining what to
report for each material topic.

 

Section 1 contains two disclosures, which provide information about how the organization manages its waste-
related impacts.

•

Section 2 contains three disclosures, which provide information about the organization’s waste-related impacts.•

The Glossary contains defined terms with a specific meaning when used in the GRI Standards. The terms are
underlined in the text of the GRI Standards and linked to the definitions.

•

The Bibliography lists authoritative intergovernmental instruments and additional references used in developing
this Standard.

•

The Appendix includes examples of process flows and examples of templates for presenting information for
Disclosures 306-3, 306-4, and 306-5.

•

1

1 United Nations (UN) Resolution, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 2015. (See in particular Goal 12: ‘Ensure

sustainable consumption and production patterns’.)
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Topic Standards
The Topic Standards contain disclosures that the organization uses to report information about its impacts in relation
to particular topics. The organization uses the Topic Standards according to the list of material topics it has
determined using GRI 3.

 
Figure 1. GRI Standards: Universal, Sector and Topic Standards

Apply all three Universal
Standards to your reporting

Use the Sector Standards that 
apply to your sectors

Select Topic Standards to report 
specific information on your 

material topics

Sector StandardsUniversal Standards Topic Standards

GRI Standards

Requirements and 
principles for using the 
GRI Standards

Disclosures about the 
reporting organization

Disclosures and 
guidance about the 
organization's material 
topics

Using this Standard
This Standard can be used by any organization – regardless of size, type, sector, geographic location, or reporting
experience – to report information about its waste-related impacts. This Standard can also be used by organizations
that manage waste generated by other organizations, such as public and private waste management organizations. In
addition to this Standard, disclosures that relate to this topic can be found in GRI 301: Materials 2016.

An organization reporting in accordance with the GRI Standards is required to report the following disclosures if it has
determined waste to be a material topic:

See Requirements 4 and 5 in GRI 1: Foundation 2021.

Reasons for omission are permitted for these disclosures.

If the organization cannot comply with a disclosure or with a requirement in a disclosure (e.g., because the required
information is confidential or subject to legal prohibitions), the organization is required to specify the disclosure or the
requirement it cannot comply with, and provide a reason for omission together with an explanation in the GRI content
index. See Requirement 6 in GRI 1: Foundation 2021 for more information on reasons for omission.

If the organization cannot report the required information about an item specified in a disclosure because the item
(e.g., committee, policy, practice, process) does not exist, it can comply with the requirement by reporting this to be the

Disclosure 3-3 in GRI 3: Material Topics 2021 (see clause 1.1 in this Standard);•
Any disclosures from this Topic Standard that are relevant to the organization’s waste-related impacts (Disclosure
306-1 through Disclosure 306-5).

•

GRI 306: Waste 20205

https://globalreporting.org/pdf.ashx?id=12456&page=1
https://globalreporting.org/pdf.ashx?id=12453&page=19
https://globalreporting.org/pdf.ashx?id=12334&page=12
https://globalreporting.org/pdf.ashx?id=12334&page=14


case. The organization can explain the reasons for not having this item, or describe any plans to develop it. The
disclosure does not require the organization to implement the item (e.g., developing a policy), but to report that the
item does not exist.

If the organization intends to publish a standalone sustainability report, it does not need to repeat information that it
has already reported publicly elsewhere, such as on web pages or in its annual report. In such a case, the
organization can report a required disclosure by providing a reference in the GRI content index as to where this
information can be found (e.g., by providing a link to the web page or citing the page in the annual report where the
information has been published).

Requirements, guidance and defined terms
The following apply throughout this Standard:

Requirements are presented in bold font and indicated by the word 'shall'. An organization must comply with
requirements to report in accordance with the GRI Standards.

Requirements may be accompanied by guidance.

Guidance includes background information, explanations, and examples to help the organization better understand
the requirements. The organization is not required to comply with guidance.

The Standards may also include recommendations. These are cases where a particular course of action is
encouraged but not required.

The word ‘should’ indicates a recommendation, and the word ‘can’ indicates a possibility or option.

Defined terms are underlined in the text of the GRI Standards and linked to their definitions in the Glossary. The
organization is required to apply the definitions in the Glossary.
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1. Topic management disclosures

An organization reporting in accordance with the GRI Standards is required to report how it manages each of its
material topics.

An organization that has determined waste to be a material topic is required to report how it manages the topic using
Disclosure 3-3 in GRI 3: Material Topics 2021 (see clause 1.1 in this section). The organization is also required to
report any disclosures from this section (Disclosure 306-1 through Disclosure 306-2) that are relevant to its waste-
related impacts.

This section is therefore designed to supplement – and not replace – Disclosure 3-3 in GRI 3.

REQUIREMENTS
The reporting organization shall report how it manages waste using Disclosure 3-3 in
GRI 3: Material Topics 2021.

1.1

GRI 306: Waste 20207
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Disclosure 306-1 Waste generation and significant
waste-related impacts

The reporting organization shall report the following information:
REQUIREMENTS

For the organization’s significant actual and potential waste-related impacts, a
description of:

the inputs, activities, and outputs that lead or could lead to these impacts;i.
whether these impacts relate to waste generated in the organization’s own
activities or to waste generated upstream or downstream in its value chain.

ii.

a.

RECOMMENDATIONS
The reporting organization should report a process flow of inputs, activities, and outputs
that lead or could lead to significant waste-related impacts.

1.2

Background
The quantity, type, and quality of waste generated by an organization is a consequence of the
activities involved in the production of its products and services (e.g., extraction, processing,
procurement of materials, product or service design, production, distribution) and their
subsequent consumption. An assessment of how materials move into, through, and out of the
organization can help understand where in the organization’s value chain these materials
eventually become waste. This provides a holistic overview of waste generation and its causes,
which in turn can support the organization in identifying opportunities for waste prevention and
for adopting circularity measures. In this way, the organization can go beyond mitigating and
remediating negative impacts once waste has been generated and move towards managing
waste as a resource.

Guidance for Disclosure 306-1
When reporting on this disclosure, the organization can specify the types of inputs and outputs.
The types of inputs and outputs can include raw materials, process and manufacturing
materials, leaks and losses, waste, by-products, products, or packaging.

The organization can assess and report whether inputs, activities, and outputs lead or could
lead to significant waste-related impacts using the following criteria:

The organization is required to report on inputs that it receives from entities upstream in its value
chain, as well as outputs it provides to entities downstream in its value chain. For example, if an
organization procures components with hazardous characteristics from a supplier and uses
these in a product that will continue to carry these components and their hazardous
characteristics, the organization is required to report these components under inputs that lead or
could lead to significant waste-related impacts. Similarly, if an organization sells to consumers
products that generate large quantities of packaging waste, it is required to report this packaging
under outputs that lead or could lead to significant waste-related impacts.

If the organization has identified many inputs and outputs or many activities that lead or could
lead to significant waste-related impacts, it may group these by:

GUIDANCE

Quantity of inputs used to produce the organization’s products or services, which will
become waste after they are used for production.

•

Quantity of waste outputs generated in the organization’s own activities, or quantity of outputs
it provides to entities downstream that will eventually become waste when they reach their
end of life.

•

Hazardous characteristics of inputs and outputs.•
Properties of input materials or design characteristics of outputs that limit or prevent their
recovery or limit the length of their life.

•

Known potential negative threats associated with specific materials when they are
discarded. For example, the potential threat of marine pollution resulting from leakage of
discarded plastic packaging into waterbodies.

•

Types of activities that lead to significant quantities of waste generation or to generation of
hazardous waste.

•

product or service category that the inputs and outputs relate to;•

business units or facilities that procure the inputs, or whose activities produce the outputs;•
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Guidance for clause 1.2
A process flow is a tool to visualize the information required to be reported under Disclosure
306-1. A graphic illustration of the process flow can help the organization and its stakeholders
understand how inputs and outputs move through the organization’s own activities as well as
through the activities of entities upstream and downstream in its value chain. It shows where
waste is generated in the value chain or where outputs become waste.

The organization can also use the process flow to illustrate information that is required under
other disclosures of this Standard, such as:

The organization can include estimates of the weight of inputs and the weight of outputs in
metric tons or the ratio of inputs to outputs.

For examples of process flow illustrations, see the Appendix.

categories of upstream and downstream activities that produce the outputs (for examples of
upstream and downstream categories, see the guidance for Disclosure 302-2 in GRI 302:
Energy 2016).

•

actions taken to prevent waste generation (Disclosure 306-2);•

composition of waste generated (Disclosure 306-3);•
recovery operations used to divert waste from disposal (Disclosure 306-4);•
disposal operations (Disclosure 306-5).•

GRI 306: Waste 20209

https://globalreporting.org/pdf.ashx?id=12467&page=10
#_bookmark7


Disclosure 306-2 Management of significant waste-
related impacts

The reporting organization shall report the following information:
REQUIREMENTS

Actions, including circularity measures, taken to prevent waste generation in the
organization’s own activities and upstream and downstream in its value chain, and to
manage significant impacts from waste generated.

a.

If the waste generated by the organization in its own activities is managed by a third
party, a description of the processes used to determine whether the third party
manages the waste in line with contractual or legislative obligations.

b.

The processes used to collect and monitor waste-related data.c.

Background
An organization can cause waste-related impacts through its own activities. For example, when
its operations generate waste outputs. It can also contribute to waste-related impacts through
activities carried out in its value chain upstream or downstream. For example, through criteria in
its procurement policies that lead to waste generation upstream, or through management
decisions that limit the life of its products and therefore contribute to waste generation
downstream.

Even when the organization has not contributed to waste-related impacts upstream or
downstream in its value chain, its operations, products, or services could be directly linked to
waste-related impacts by its business relationships with the entities in its value chain. For
example, when third parties hired by the organization carry out inadequate recovery or disposal
operations.

The way an organization is involved with negative impacts is important for determining the
organization’s response to an impact.

Guidance for Disclosure 306-2-a
Actions, including circularity measures, to prevent waste generation and to manage significant
impacts from waste generated can include:

GUIDANCE

Input material choices and product design:

Improving materials selection and product design through consideration for longevity and
durability, repairability, modularity and disassembly, and recyclability.

-

Reducing the use of raw and finite materials by procuring secondary materials (e.g., used
or recycled input materials) or renewable materials.

-

Substituting inputs that have hazardous characteristics with inputs that are non-
hazardous.

-

•

Collaboration in the value chain and business model innovation:
Setting policies for procurement from suppliers that have sound waste prevention and
waste management criteria.

-

Engaging in or setting up industrial symbiosis as a result of which the organization’s
waste or other outputs (e.g., by-products from production) become inputs for another
organization.

-

Participating in a collective or individual extended producer responsibility scheme or
applying product stewardship, which extends the producer’s responsibility for a product
or service to its end of life.

-

Transitioning to and applying new business models, such as product service systems
that use services instead of products to meet consumer demand.

-

Engaging in or setting up product take-back schemes and reverse logistics processes to
divert products and materials from disposal.

-

•

End-of-life interventions:
Establishing and improving facilities for waste management, including facilities for the
collection and sorting of waste.

-

Recovering products, components, and materials from waste through preparation for
reuse and recycling.

-

Engaging with consumers to raise awareness about sustainable consumption practices,-

•
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See references [9] and [11] in the Bibliography.

Guidance for Disclosure 306-2-b
This disclosure can provide insight into the level of control the organization assumes for waste
management outsourced to a third party. In the context of this Standard, a third party includes a
public or private waste management organization, or any other entity or group of individuals
formally or informally involved in handling the reporting organization’s waste. Waste
management by third parties can include the collection, transportation, recovery, and disposal of
waste, as well as the supervision of such operations and the aftercare of disposal sites. The
organization may specify agreements in a contract for the third party to follow when managing its
waste, or rely on existing legislative obligations, such as local environmental laws and
regulations, to ensure that the third party manages the waste adequately.

Guidance for Disclosure 306-2-c
The processes that the organization has in place for collecting and monitoring waste-related
data can reflect its commitment to managing waste-related impacts. Such processes can
include online data entry, maintaining a centralized database, real-time weighbridge
measurement, and annual external data validation.

The organization can specify whether the data collection and monitoring processes extend
beyond waste generated in its own activities to include waste generated upstream and
downstream in its value chain.

such as reduced purchasing of products, product sharing, exchange, reuse, and
recycling.

GRI 306: Waste 202011
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2. Topic disclosures

Disclosure 306-3 Waste generated

The reporting organization shall report the following information:

Compilation requirements

REQUIREMENTS

Total weight of waste generated in metric tons, and a breakdown of this total by
composition of the waste.

a.

Contextual information necessary to understand the data and how the data has been
compiled.

b.

When compiling the information specified in Disclosure 306-3-a, the reporting
organization shall:

2.1

exclude effluent, unless required by national legislation to be reported under
total waste;

2.1.1

use 1000 kilograms as the measure for a metric ton.2.1.2

Background
The total weight of waste generated, when contrasted with the weight of waste that the
organization directs to recovery and disposal, can show the extent to which the organization
manages its waste-related impacts.

The composition of the waste generated can help identify recovery or disposal operations
appropriate to the type of waste and to the specific materials present in the waste.

Guidance for Disclosure 306-3
This disclosure covers waste generated in the organization’s own activities. The organization
can separately report waste generated upstream and downstream in its value chain, if this
information is available.

Guidance for Disclosure 306-3-a
When reporting composition of the waste, the organization can describe:

Templates for how to present information under this disclosure can be found in the Appendix
Tables.

Guidance for Disclosure 306-3-b
To help understand the data, the organization can explain the reasons for the difference between
the weight of waste generated and the weight of waste directed to recovery or disposal. This
difference can be a result of precipitation or evaporation, leaks or losses, or other modifications
to the waste. In the context of this Standard, leaks result from physical or technical failures (e.g.,
a trail of waste from a waste collection truck), while losses result from inadequate security
measures or administrative failures (e.g., theft or lost records).

To help understand how the data has been compiled, the organization can specify whether the
data has been modeled or sourced from direct measurements, such as waste transfer notes
from contracted waste collectors, external assurance, or audits of waste-related data.

See references [1], [4], [10], and [11] in the Bibliography.

GUIDANCE

the type of waste, such as hazardous waste or non-hazardous waste;•
the waste streams, relevant to its sector or activities (e.g., tailings for an organization in the
mining sector, electronic waste for an organization in the consumer electronics sector, or
food waste for an organization in the agriculture or in the hospitality sector);

•

the materials that are present in the waste (e.g., biomass, metals, non-metallic minerals,
plastics, textiles).

•

GRI 306: Waste 202012
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Disclosure 306-4 Waste diverted from disposal

The reporting organization shall report the following information:

Compilation requirements

REQUIREMENTS

Total weight of waste diverted from disposal in metric tons, and a breakdown of this
total by composition of the waste.

a.

Total weight of hazardous waste diverted from disposal in metric tons, and a
breakdown of this total by the following recovery operations:

Preparation for reuse;i.
Recycling;ii.
Other recovery operations.iii.

b.

Total weight of non-hazardous waste diverted from disposal in metric tons, and a
breakdown of this total by the following recovery operations:

Preparation for reuse;i.
Recycling;ii.
Other recovery operations.iii.

c.

For each recovery operation listed in Disclosures 306-4-b and 306-4-c, a breakdown of
the total weight in metric tons of hazardous waste and of non-hazardous waste diverted
from disposal:

onsite;i.
offsite.ii.

d.

Contextual information necessary to understand the data and how the data has been
compiled.

e.

When compiling the information specified in Disclosure 306-4, the reporting
organization shall:

2.2

exclude effluent, unless required by national legislation to be reported under
total waste;

2.2.1

use 1000 kilograms as the measure for a metric ton.2.2.2

RECOMMENDATIONS
The reporting organization should report the total weight of waste prevented, and the
baseline and methodology for this calculation.

2.3

Background
An organization’s choice of operations to manage waste shows how it addresses significant
waste-related impacts. The options to manage waste can be informed by the waste
management hierarchy, which orders operations to manage waste from the most preferable to
the least preferable. The waste management hierarchy prioritizes waste prevention, followed by
recovery operations that divert waste from being sent to disposal, such as preparation for reuse,
recycling, and other recovery operations.

Guidance for Disclosure 306-4
Templates for how to present information under this disclosure can be found in the Appendix
Tables.

Guidance for Disclosure 306-4-a
When reporting composition of the waste, the organization can describe:

 

GUIDANCE

the type of waste, such as hazardous waste or non-hazardous waste;•

the waste streams, relevant to its sector or activities (e.g., tailings for an organization in the
mining sector, electronic waste for an organization in the consumer electronics sector, or
food waste for an organization in the agriculture or in the hospitality sector);

•

the materials that are present in the waste (e.g., biomass, metals, non-metallic minerals,
plastics, textiles).

•

GRI 306: Waste 202013
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Guidance for Disclosures 306-4-b and 306-4-c
When reporting on Disclosures 306-4-b-ii and 306-4-c-ii, the organization can specify the type of
recycling operations, such as downcycling, upcycling, composting, or anaerobic digestion.

Besides preparation for reuse and recycling, the organization can report the other types of
recovery operations it uses under Disclosures 306-4-b-iii and 306-4-c-iii, such as repurposing
or refurbishment.

Guidance for Disclosure 306-4-d
Reporting on the quantity and type of waste diverted from disposal onsite and offsite shows the
extent to which the organization knows how its waste is managed. In the context of this Standard,
‘onsite’ means within the physical boundary or administrative control of the reporting
organization, and ‘offsite’ means outside the physical boundary or administrative control of the
reporting organization.

Guidance for Disclosure 306-4-e
To help understand the data, the organization can explain the reasons for the difference between
the weights of waste diverted from disposal onsite and offsite (e.g., lack of infrastructure onsite
to recover materials from waste). It can also describe sector practices, sector standards, or
external regulations that mandate a specific recovery operation.

To help understand how the data has been compiled, the organization can specify whether the
data has been modeled or sourced from direct measurements, such as waste transfer notes
from contracted waste collectors, external assurance, or audits of waste-related data.

Guidance for clause 2.3
Waste prevention is the most preferable option in the waste management hierarchy, as it
prevents the resulting impacts on the environment and human health. The organization can
calculate waste prevented as the reduction in waste generation resulting from the actions
reported under Disclosure 306-2-a. Reductions in waste generation resulting from reduced
production capacity are not considered waste prevention. The organization can report waste
prevented in its own activities as well as waste prevented in entities upstream and downstream
in its value chain.

See reference [1] in the Bibliography.
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Disclosure 306-5 Waste directed to disposal

The reporting organization shall report the following information:

Compilation requirements

REQUIREMENTS

Total weight of waste directed to disposal in metric tons, and a breakdown of this total
by composition of the waste.

a.

Total weight of hazardous waste directed to disposal in metric tons, and a breakdown
of this total by the following disposal operations:

Incineration (with energy recovery);i.
Incineration (without energy recovery);ii.
Landfilling;iii.
Other disposal operations.iv.

b.

Total weight of non-hazardous waste directed to disposal in metric tons, and a
breakdown of this total by the following disposal operations:

Incineration (with energy recovery);i.
Incineration (without energy recovery);ii.
Landfilling;iii.
Other disposal operations.iv.

c.

For each disposal operation listed in Disclosures 306-5-b and 306-5-c, a breakdown of
the total weight in metric tons of hazardous waste and of non-hazardous waste directed
to disposal:

onsite;i.
offsite.ii.

d.

Contextual information necessary to understand the data and how the data has been
compiled. 

e.

When compiling the information specified in Disclosure 306-5, the reporting
organization shall:

2.4

exclude effluent, unless required by national legislation to be reported under
total waste;

2.4.1

use 1000 kilograms as the measure for a metric ton. 2.4.2

Background
Disposal is the least preferable option in the waste management hierarchy because of its
negative impacts on the environment and human health. Leachate from landfills can
contaminate land and water, methane released from the decay of organic waste in landfills
contributes to climate change, and uncontrolled burning of waste contributes to air pollution.
Disposal prevents the materials present in the waste from being recirculated in the environment
and economy, making them unavailable for future use.

Guidance for Disclosure 306-5
Templates for how to present information under this disclosure can be found in the Appendix
Tables.

Guidance for Disclosure 306-5-a
When reporting composition of the waste, the organization can describe:

Guidance for Disclosures 306-5-b and 306-5-c
Besides incineration and landfilling, the organization can specify the other types of disposal

GUIDANCE

the type of waste, such as hazardous waste or non-hazardous waste;•
the waste streams, relevant to its sector or activities (e.g., tailings for an organization in the
mining sector, electronic waste for an organization in the consumer electronics sector, or
food waste for an organization in the agriculture or in the hospitality sector);

•

the materials that are present in the waste (e.g., biomass, metals, non-metallic minerals,
plastics, textiles).

•

GRI 306: Waste 202015
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operations it uses under Disclosures 306-5-b-iv and 306-5-c-iv, such as dumping, open
burning, or deep well injection.

Guidance for Disclosure 306-5-d
Reporting the quantity and type of waste directed to disposal onsite and offsite shows the extent
to which the organization knows how its waste is managed. In the context of this Standard,
‘onsite’ means within the physical boundary or administrative control of the reporting
organization, and ‘offsite’ means outside the physical boundary or administrative control of the
reporting organization.

Guidance for Disclosure 306-5-e
To help understand the data, the organization can explain the reasons for the difference between
the weights of waste directed to disposal onsite and offsite (e.g., local regulations that prohibit
landfilling of specific types of waste). It can also describe sector practices, sector standards, or
external regulations that mandate a specific disposal operation.

To help understand how the data has been compiled, the organization can specify whether the
data has been modeled or sourced from direct measurements, such as waste transfer notes
from contracted waste collectors, external assurance, or audits of waste-related data.
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Glossary

This glossary provides definitions for terms used in this Standard. The organization is required to apply these
definitions when using the GRI Standards.

The definitions included in this glossary may contain terms that are further defined in the complete GRI Standards
Glossary. All defined terms are underlined. If a term is not defined in this glossary or in the complete GRI Standards
Glossary, definitions that are commonly used and understood apply.

baseline
starting point used for comparisons

Note: In the context of energy and emissions reporting, the baseline is the projected
energy consumption or emissions in the absence of any reduction activity.

business partner
entity with which the organization has some form of direct and formal engagement for the
purpose of meeting its business objectives

Source: Shift and Mazars LLP, UN Guiding Principles Reporting Framework, 2015; modified

Examples: affiliates, business-to-business customers, clients, first-tier suppliers, franchisees,
joint venture partners, investee companies in which the organization has a
shareholding position

Note: Business partners do not include subsidiaries and affiliates that the organization
controls.

business relationships
relationships that the organization has with business partners, with entities in its value chain
including those beyond the first tier, and with any other entities directly linked to its operations,
products, or services

Source: United Nations (UN), Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights:
Implementing the United Nations “Protect, Respect and Remedy” Framework, 2011;
modified

Note: Examples of other entities directly linked to the organization’s operations, products,
or services are a non-governmental organization with which the organization
delivers support to a local community or state security forces that protect the
organization’s facilities.

child
person under the age of 15 years, or under the age of completion of compulsory schooling,
whichever is higher

Note 1: Exceptions can occur in certain countries where economies and educational
facilities are insufficiently developed, and a minimum age of 14 years applies.
These countries of exception are specified by the International Labour Organization
(ILO) in response to a special application by the country concerned and in
consultation with representative organizations of employers and workers.

Note 2: The ILO Minimum Age Convention, 1973, (No. 138), refers to both child labor and
young workers.

circularity measures
measures taken to retain the value of products, materials, and resources and redirect them back
to use for as long as possible with the lowest carbon and resource footprint possible, such that
fewer raw materials and resources are extracted and waste generation is prevented

disposal
any operation which is not recovery, even where the operation has as a secondary consequence
the recovery of energy
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Source: European Union (EU), Waste Framework Directive, 2008 (Directive 2008/98/EC)

Note: Disposal is the end-of-life management of discarded products, materials, and
resources in a sink or through a chemical or thermal transformation that makes
these products, materials, and resources unavailable for further use.

effluent
treated or untreated wastewater that is discharged

Source: Alliance for Water Stewardship (AWS), AWS International Water Stewardship
Standard, Version 1.0, 2014

employee
individual who is in an employment relationship with the organization according to national law
or practice

environmental laws and regulations
laws and regulations related to all types of environmental issues applicable to the organization

Note 1: Environmental issues can include those such as emissions, effluents, and waste,
as well as material use, energy, water, and biodiversity.

Note 2: Environmental laws and regulations can include binding voluntary agreements that
are made with regulatory authorities and developed as a substitute for
implementing a new regulation.

Note 3: Voluntary agreements can be applicable if the organization directly joins the
agreement, or if public agencies make the agreement applicable to organizations in
their territory through legislation or regulation.

hazardous waste
waste that possesses any of the characteristics contained in Annex III of the Basel Convention,
or that is considered to be hazardous by national legislation

Source: United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Basel Convention on the Control
of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal, 1989 

human rights
rights inherent to all human beings, which include, at a minimum, the rights set out in the United
Nations (UN) International Bill of Human Rights and the principles concerning fundamental
rights set out in the International Labour Organization (ILO) Declaration on Fundamental
Principles and Rights at Work

Source: United Nations (UN), Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights:
Implementing the United Nations “Protect, Respect and Remedy” Framework, 2011;
modified

Note: See Guidance to 2-23-b-i in GRI 2: General Disclosures 2021 for more information
on ‘human rights’.

impact
effect the organization has or could have on the economy, environment, and people, including on
their human rights, which in turn can indicate its contribution (negative or positive) to sustainable
development

Note 1: Impacts can be actual or potential, negative or positive, short-term or long-term,
intended or unintended, and reversible or irreversible.

Note 2: See section 2.1 in GRI 1: Foundation 2021 for more information on ‘impact’.

incineration
controlled burning of waste at high temperatures
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Source: United Nations (UN), Glossary of Environment Statistics, Studies in Methods, Series
F, No. 67, 1997

Note: Incineration of waste can be carried out with or without energy recovery. Incineration
with energy recovery is also known as waste to energy. In the context of waste
reporting, incineration with energy recovery is considered a disposal operation.

indigenous peoples
indigenous peoples are generally identified as:

Source: International Labour Organization (ILO), Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention,
1989 (No. 169)

landfilling
final depositing of solid waste at, below, or above ground level at engineered disposal sites

Source: United Nations (UN), Glossary of Environment Statistics, Studies in Methods, Series
F, No. 67, 1997

Note: In the context of waste reporting, landfilling refers to depositing of solid waste in
sanitary landfills, and excludes uncontrolled waste disposal such as open burning
and dumping.

local community
individuals or groups of individuals living or working in areas that are affected or that could be
affected by the organization’s activities

Note: The local community can range from those living adjacent to the organization’s
operations to those living at a distance.

material topics
topics that represent the organization’s most significant impacts on the economy, environment,
and people, including impacts on their human rights

Note: See section 2.2 in GRI 1: Foundation 2021 and section 1 in GRI 3: Material Topics
2021 for more information on ‘material topics’.

preparation for reuse
checking, cleaning, or repairing operations, by which products or components of products that
have become waste are prepared to be put to use for the same purpose for which they were
conceived

Source: European Union (EU), Waste Framework Directive, 2008 (Directive 2008/98/EC);
modified

product or service category
group of related products or services sharing a common, managed set of features that satisfy
the specific needs of a selected market

recovery
operation wherein products, components of products, or materials that have become waste are
prepared to fulfill a purpose in place of new products, components, or materials that would
otherwise have been used for that purpose

Source: United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Basel Convention on the Control
of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal, 1989;
modified 

tribal peoples in independent countries whose social, cultural and economic conditions
distinguish them from other sections of the national community, and whose status is
regulated wholly or partially by their own customs or traditions or by special laws or
regulations;

•

peoples in independent countries who are regarded as indigenous on account of their
descent from the populations which inhabited the country, or a geographical region to which
the country belongs, at the time of conquest or colonization or the establishment of present
state boundaries and who, irrespective of their legal status, retain some or all of their own
social, economic, cultural and political institutions.

•
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Examples: preparation for reuse, recycling

Note: In the context of waste reporting, recovery operations do not include energy recovery.

recycling
reprocessing of products or components of products that have become waste, to make new
materials

Sources: United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Basel Convention on the Control
of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal, 1989;
modified 

severity (of an impact)
The severity of an actual or potential negative impact is determined by its scale (i.e., how grave
the impact is), scope (i.e., how widespread the impact is), and irremediable character (how hard
it is to counteract or make good the resulting harm).

Source: Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), OECD Due
Diligence Guidance for Responsible Business Conduct, 2018; modified
United Nations (UN), The Corporate Responsibility to Respect Human Rights: An
Interpretive Guide, 2012; modified

Note: See section 1 in GRI 3: Material Topics 2021 for more information on ‘severity’.

stakeholder
individual or group that has an interest that is affected or could be affected by the organization’s
activities

Source: Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), OECD Due
Diligence Guidance for Responsible Business Conduct, 2018; modified

Examples: business partners, civil society organizations, consumers, customers, employees
and other workers, governments, local communities, non-governmental
organizations, shareholders and other investors, suppliers, trade unions,
vulnerable groups

Note: See section 2.4 in GRI 1: Foundation 2021 for more information on ‘stakeholder’. 

supplier
entity upstream from the organization (i.e., in the organization’s supply chain), which provides a
product or service that is used in the development of the organization’s own products or services

Examples brokers, consultants, contractors, distributors, franchisees, home workers,
independent contractors, licensees, manufacturers, primary producers, sub-
contractors, wholesalers

Note: A supplier can have a direct business relationship with the organization (often
referred to as a first-tier supplier) or an indirect business relationship. 

supply chain
range of activities carried out by entities upstream from the organization, which provide products
or services that are used in the development of the organization’s own products or services

sustainable development / sustainability
development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs

Source: World Commission on Environment and Development, Our Common Future, 1987

Note: The terms ‘sustainability’ and ‘sustainable development’ are used interchangeably
in the GRI Standards.

value chain
range of activities carried out by the organization, and by entities upstream and downstream
from the organization, to bring the organization’s products or services from their conception to
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their end use

Note 1: Entities upstream from the organization (e.g., suppliers) provide products or
services that are used in the development of the organization’s own products or
services. Entities downstream from the organization (e.g., distributors, customers)
receive products or services from the organization. 

Note 2: The value chain includes the supply chain.

vulnerable group
group of individuals with a specific condition or characteristic (e.g., economic, physical, political,
social) that could experience negative impacts as a result of the organization’s activities more
severely than the general population

Examples: children and youth; elderly persons; ex-combatants; HIV/AIDS-affected households;
human rights defenders; indigenous peoples; internally displaced persons; migrant
workers and their families; national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities;
persons who might be discriminated against based on their sexual orientation,
gender identity, gender expression, or sex characteristics (e.g., lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, intersex); persons with disabilities; refugees or returning
refugees; women 

Note: Vulnerabilities and impacts can differ by gender.

waste
anything that the holder discards, intends to discard, or is required to discard

Source: United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Basel Convention on the Control
of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal, 1989 

Note 1: Waste can be defined according to the national legislation at the point of generation.

Note 2: A holder can be the reporting organization, an entity in the organization’s value
chain upstream or downstream (e.g., supplier or consumer), or a waste
management organization, among others.

worker
person that performs work for the organization

Examples: employees, agency workers, apprentices, contractors, home workers, interns, self-
employed persons, sub-contractors, volunteers, and persons working for
organizations other than the reporting organization, such as for suppliers

Note: In the GRI Standards, in some cases, it is specified whether a particular subset of
workers is required to be used. 
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Appendix

 

Process flow examples (clause 1.2)
Template examples for presenting information for Disclosures
306-3, 306-4, and 306-5
Process flow A. Generic example

A1 GRI 306: Waste 2020



Process flow A. Generic example

Process flow B. Electronic consumer goods manufacturer
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Process flow B. Electronic consumer goods manufacturer

Process flow C. Food products manufacturer
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Process flow C. Food products manufacturer

Process flow D. Waste management organization
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Process flow D. Waste management organization
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Template examples for presenting information for Disclosures
306-3, 306-4, and 306-5

Tables 1, 2, and 3 offer templates for presenting the information required under Disclosure 306-3 Waste generated,
Disclosure 306-4 Waste diverted from disposal, and Disclosure 306-5 Waste directed to disposal. The organization
can amend the tables according to its practices.

Table 1. Waste by composition, in metric tons (t)

 WASTE GENERATED WASTE DIVERTED FROM
DISPOSAL

WASTE DIRECTED TO
DISPOSAL

Waste composition

Category 1 t (306-3-a)  t (306-4-a) t (306-5-a)

Category 2 t (306-3-a)  t (306-4-a) t (306-5-a)

Category 3 t (306-3-a)  t (306-4-a) t (306-5-a)

Etc. t (306-3-a)  t (306-4-a) t (306-5-a)

Total waste t (306-3-a)  t (306-4-a) t (306-5-a)

Table 2. Waste diverted from disposal by recovery operation, in metric tons (t)

 ONSITE OFFSITE TOTAL

Hazardous waste

Preparation for reuse t (306-4-d-i) t (306-4-d-ii) t (306-4-b-i)

Recycling t (306-4-d-i) t (306-4-d-ii) t (306-4-b-ii)

Other recovery operations t (306-4-d-i) t (306-4-d-ii) t (306-4-b-iii)

Total t (306-4-b)

Non-hazardous waste

Preparation for reuse t (306-4-d-i) t (306-4-d-ii) t (306-4-c-i)

Recycling t (306-4-d-i) t (306-4-d-ii) t (306-4-c-ii)

Other recovery operations t (306-4-d-i) t (306-4-d-ii) t (306-4-c-iii)

Total t (306-4-c)

Waste prevented

Waste prevented t (clause 2.3)
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Table 3. Waste directed to disposal by disposal operation, in metric tons (t)

 ONSITE OFFSITE TOTAL

Hazardous waste

Incineration (with energy
recovery)

t (306-5-d-i)  t (306-5-b-i)

Incineration (without
energy recovery)

t (306-5-d-i) t (306-5-d-ii) t (306-5-b-ii)

Landfilling t (306-5-d-i) t (306-5-d-ii) t (306-5-b-iii)

Other disposal operations t (306-5-d-i) t (306-5-d-ii) t (306-5-b-iv)

Total t (306-5-b)

Non-hazardous waste

Incineration (with energy
recovery)

t (306-5-d-i) t (306-5-d-ii) t (306-5-c-i)

Incineration (without
energy recovery)

t (306-5-d-i) t (306-5-d-ii) t (306-5-c-ii)

Landfilling t (306-5-d-i) t (306-5-d-ii) t (306-5-c-iii)

Other disposal operations t (306-5-d-i) t (306-5-d-ii) t (306-5-c-iv)

Total t (306-5-c)
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